United Motors Service of Coimbatord
provision of adequate road services to tap the resources
of the area. The U. M. S. of Coimbatore has the largest
share in the traffic of this district and is run on quasi-
monopolistic lines on certain routes. Some idea of the
strength and importance of this concern can be gained
when it is said that in 1937 the number of buses actually
on the road was 185 and the route mileage served was
nearly 1500.2 If this were to be compared with the
Travancore system, it would be found to be far greater
in size, as the number of its vehicles itself is more than
thrice that of the latter. It would be therefore interesting
to briefly sketch the growth and organisation of this vast
transport system.
The U. M. S. has as its Managing Agent a man of
considerable initiative. He formed the union in 1933. The
beginnings of the service were very modest, almost obscure.
In 1920 the present Managing Director started his career
as a vendor of transport with one bus, of which he was
both owner and driver rolled into one. The route mileage
operated was only forty. By dint of ability and
experience, it grew from strength to strength. The
condition of road transport in those days was none too
good. It was highly disorganised and individualistic in
character. Most of the concerns operating were one-man
concerns, intent upon driving their rivals off the road.
It was under such unpropitious circumstances that this
pioneer approached his colleagues in the field and started
the U. M. S. as it is today in 1933. It is an amalgamation
of fifteen different concerns united together and run ss a:
single concern. It was not possible to find out the
financial terms of the union, since they have been kept a
business secret. It was just possible to study the mode of
operation which, by itself, is highly instructive.
2   The route map of the U. M. S. service is appended,
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